
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to 

have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through 

intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a 

Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven 

sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that week.  
It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  In an 
attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to the 
congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he asks 
that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to email him 
at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
 
Date:  December 6, 2009 – 2nd Sunday of Advent 
 
Title:  "God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering." 
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Waiting for His Arrival and the Storyline of the Bible 
 
Date:  December 6, 2009 – 2nd Sunday of Advent 
Title:  "God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering." 
Text:  Genesis 3:21; 22:7, 8; Exod. 12:12-14, 21-28 
Theme: God is always seeking to restore with Him the communion He created us for. 
 
Introduction:  
As we continue to build off God’s pledge to come and our need to wait, we can step back and 
see how within the Law received by Moses there are promises and pictures.  Within the Law 
there is a scepter from the tribe of Judah, a prophet who will be greater than Moses himself, 
and there is a priest who will at once be both the one who offers and that which is offered.  In 
addition, throughout the record there would be significant pictures of the promise contained 
in Genesis 3:15.  This picture would encompass an individual (Gen. 3:21), a family (Gen. 22:7, 
8), a nation (Exod. 12:12-28) and ultimately the world (1 John 2:1, 2).  We will only have time to 
note in passing the coming in the Law, but we will seek to spend most of our time in the idea 
of blood sacrifice.  The picture spoke to something more; and it is the greater truth that we will 
seek to seize. 
 
“We believe in Jesus Christ, the eternal Word made flesh. He is the long-awaited Savior, fully 
human and fully divine, conceived by the Spirit of God and born of the virgin Mary, sent by 
God to reconcile the world to himself.”1  
 
Advent Prayer: The Book of Common Prayer 
Second Sunday of Advent 
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the 
way for our salvation, give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may 
greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 

• The Subject of the Story – The Person and Purpose of God 

• The Villain Appears 

• The Hero Foretold 

• The Hero Arrives 

• The Hero’s Work  

• The Hero’s Legacy 

• The Story’s Epilogue 
 
The Storyline: 
“Before the creation of the world, Jesus was the Lamb to be slain.  Our rescue was not an 
afterthought when sin entered the world; we were in the mind of God from all eternity.  The 
Old Testament is the grand picture book of Scripture.  It is replete with types and symbols, 
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feasts and sacrifices, laws and prophecies that speak vividly of the Lord and His gracious plan 
of redemption through the coming Messiah.”2   
 
The Problem: 
We forget what His coming means and why He came.  God wants us to remember.  It is the 
remembering that keeps us longing for His arrival.   
 
Questions: 

1. Was the coming redeemer written into God’s story from the beginning? 
2. What three functions will the coming one fulfill? 
3. What does the animal skin in Genesis 3:21 imply? 
4. Why was Abel’s offering acceptable to God and Cain’s not? 
5. Why the story of Abraham offering up Isaac?  Is Abraham’s emotion part of God’s 

intent?  Does God want us to “feel” Abraham’s pain? 
6. What do all of the pictures have in common? 
7. What deliverance are we waiting for in His coming? 
8. How might we live in such a way as to anticipate and expect His coming? 

 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know He will keep His word and arrive on time. 
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose to wait with expectancy for His arrival 

both today and in the future. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of His arrival each and every day. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. The Law speaks to the Hero’s Coming (Gen. 49:8-12; Deut. 18:15-18) 
 

A. The Coming Hero will be a Prophet (Deut. 18:15-18). 
 
Who would speak for God?  How would we know when God spoke?  Promises and pictures; 
images. Each promise and every picture are invitations to believe, to hope when all appears 
lost, called to trust when everything would argue otherwise.  God, throughout, met with His 
people.  He called and invited.  He wooed and pursued.  He never stopped doing what He 
does.  It is impossible for us to fathom why God would yearn for us to share in His eternal and 
harmonious communion, yet He desires for His people to experience the joy He has in Himself 
and by sharing this joy with one another.  It is truly unfathomable, yet this is the essence of the 
Story. 
 
“But while we are obliged to give up the direct and exclusive reference of this promise to the 
Messiah . . . we cannot, [restrict] the passage to the Old Testament prophets, to the exclusion of 
the Messiah.  There is no warrant for this limitation of the word ‘prophet,’ since the 
expectation of the Messiah was not unknown to Moses and the Israel of his time, but was 
actually expressed in the promise of the seed of the woman, and Jacob’s prophecy concerning 
Shiloh.” 3  
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B. The Coming Hero will be a Priest (Gen. 22:7, 8) 

 
Who would mediate for man?  There is a place where His people could make atonement for 
their sins, an offering whereby the breach in their fellowship with Him could be mended.  
There was a place where they could “meet” God.  Yet sin, their sin would keep them from 
approaching Him without shame or fear.  They longed for unhindered access, yet sin stood as 
a sentinel guarding admission to Him. 
 

C. The Coming Hero will be a King (Gen. 49:8-12) 
 
Who would rule for God?  How would we keep from falling into complete anarchy?  Who 
would protect us from our enemies?  With every prophet there was expectancy, a waiting.  
Those who heard the echo knew the voice behind it.  Although space prohibits expansion of 
this idea here, there is also the promise and picture of a greater king and mediating priest.  The 
scepter will not depart from Judah (Gen. 49:8-12) and “God will provide for Himself the lamb 
for the burnt offering” (Gen. 22:7, 8).  These are the promises and these are the pictures 
speaking to larger truths.   
 
“The scepter is the symbol of regal command, and in its earliest form it was a long staff, which 
the king held in his hand when speaking in public assemblies; and when he sat upon his 
throne he rested it between his feet, inclining towards himself.”4   
 
“We regard Shiloh, therefore, as a title of the Messiah, in common with the entire Jewish 
synagogue and the whole Christian Church, in which although there may be uncertainty as to 
the grammatical interpretation of the word, there is perfect agreement as to the fact that the 
patriarch is here proclaiming the coming of the Messiah.”5   
 
What God began in Genesis 3:21 with the slaying of an innocent animal in order for blood to 
be shed and a covering to be secured, He continued to “image” to the nation.  It is seen in 
Genesis 22 with the offering of the son Isaac by his father Abraham.  It is also seen in the 
Exodus from Egypt by the Israelites in Exodus 12:21-28.   
 
In every aspect of every type, all truth is notable.  The whole truth is contained in each of the 
parts. 
 

II. The Exodus speaks to the Hero’s Coming (Exod. 12:21-28). 
 

A. The slain animal of Genesis 3:21 
 
Remember up to this point in time, there was no death.  God spoke of it, but there was no 
reference point for it.  In the death of the innocent animal, God would visualize what was only 
spoken and “felt” in the fall.  The animal was a promise and a picture. 
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“This divine work, coming as it did hard on God’s protevvangelium (Gen. 3:15), according to 
which the Seed of the woman would destroy the Serpent’s power through his own death 
work, illustrated the ‘covering’ significance of that Seed’s death.”6   
 
“But for sacrifice, as a type of the woman's seed, whose heel was to be bruised, or who was to 
suffer death for the sins of men; and therefore to keep up and direct the faith of our first 
parents to the slain Lamb of God from the foundation of the world, and of all believers in all 
ages, until the Messiah should come and die, and become a sacrifice for sin, . . . as also they 
were emblems of the robe of Christ's righteousness, and the garments of his salvation, to be 
wrought out by his obedience, sufferings, and death; with which being arrayed, they should 
not be found naked, nor be condemned, but be secured from wrath to come.”7  
 

1. This picture speaks of intervention 
 
What man could not do for himself, God did.  God took the initiative to intervene and restore 
His people into fellowship with Him. 
 

2. This picture speaks of substitution 
 
What sin deserved, man could not deliver.  Something or someone outside of man would have 
to become the sacrifice or payment. 
 
“This doctrine presents Jesus' death as a supreme act of love for mankind, in order to bring 
people into a relationship with God. It stresses the vicarious nature of the crucifixion as being 
‘instead of us’. This vicarious and substitutionary nature of the atonement is expressed in 
Scripture verses such as ‘He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to 
sin and live to righteousness,’ (1 Pet. 2:24) and ‘For Christ also died for sins once for all, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God,’ (1 Peter 3:18).”8   
 

3. This picture speaks of compensation 
 
A wrong was done and a correction was made.  There was debt created, and unless and until 
the debt was satisfied, humanity would remain in bondage to it.  There was recompense. 
 
“Penal substitutionary atonement refers to the doctrine that Christ died on the cross as a 
substitute for sinners. God imputed the guilt of our sins to Christ, and he, in our place, bore 
the punishment that we deserve. This was a full payment for sins, which satisfied both the 
wrath and the righteousness of God, so that He could forgive sinners without compromising 
His own holy standard.”9   
 

B. The offering of Cain and Abel (Gen 4:1-8). 
 

1. This picture speaks of ritual (4:3) 
 

It was something normal and expected.  There was nothing abnormal in the idea of bringing 
an offering. 
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2. This picture speaks of form (4:3, 4) 

 
There is a proper form to the ritual.  Abel’s blood offering was acceptable and that of Cain’s 
was not.  “The Hebrew construction describing Abel’s offering is elaborate, . . . . In contrast to 
Abel’s offering, Cain’s is simply mentioned.”10   
 

3. This picture speaks of expiation (4:4, 5) 
 
The idea that one offering is acceptable and the other offering is unacceptable speaks to the 
idea of expiation.   Many concede the primary problem lies in the attitude of the two who 
brought an offering, however, all equally concede that within the offering there is the idea of 
substitution and placation. 
 

C. The provided ram of Genesis 22:7, 8 
 

1. This picture speaks of perplexity (Gen. 22:2, 3) 
 
Why the request?  Why this way?  Is there not another way?  The Scripture speaks to this in 
the coming of the fulfillment. 
 

“And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, saying, ‘My 

Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will’” 
(Matt. 26:39). 
 
“About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘ELI, ELI, LAMA 
SABACHTHANI?" that is, "MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN 

ME?’” (Matt. 27:46). 
 
“But the LORD was pleased To crush Him, putting Him to grief” (Isa. 53:10). 

 
There is mystery to the story written by God.  In some ways, it simply does not make sense 
why God would write into His script a creation, transgression, condemnation and 
redemption/re-creation.  Even though it is perplexing, it does not mean it is beyond believing. 
 

2. This picture speaks of pain (Gen. 21:12) 
 
Matthew Henry correctly notes, “Never was any gold tried in so hot a fire.”  How do we 
capture the sacrifice of a son by a father?  There is no speech that can capture the emotional 
torment of such an act, yet this is what Abraham was called upon to do so that we might 
understand in the whisper the larger shout “It is finished.”  It is almost incomprehensible for 
us to understand a father’s anguish of soul in having to offer up their own son in obedience to 
God’s will.  If the shadow is so incomprehensible, how much more is the substance?  The 
sacrifice of the Father in offering up His only begotten Son is completely outside our finite 
capacity to lay hold of. 
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“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 

 
The separation caused was real and exceedingly painful. 
 

3. This picture speaks of provision (Gen. 22:7, 8, 13, 14) 
 
“Abraham’s explanation that God would provide was ambiguous enough to allow for this act.  
In telling Isaac that God would provide the sacrifice, Abraham actually deferred the answer to 
his son’s question to God, gave God a way out of the ominous event that lay ahead, and 
covered his own intent to slay the son that God had provided.”11   
 
Every blood sacrifice ever made was only a type of something greater.  All of life pointed to 
the time when God would provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering. 
 

D. The Passover lamb of the Exodus event (Exod. 12:12-14, 21-28) 
 
All that we have noted provides the background to the theology of the Exodus.  Everything we 
have noted up to this point plays into the Exodus event.  For four hundred and thirty years the 
nation of Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, eventually succumbing to the despotic enslaving 
power of a Pharaoh.   
 

23 “Now it came about in the course of those many days that the king of Egypt died. 
And the sons of Israel sighed because of the bondage, and they cried out; and their cry 
for help because of their bondage rose up to God. 24 So God heard their groaning; and 
God remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 25 God saw the sons of 
Israel, and God took notice of them” (Exod. 2:23-25). 
 
7 “The LORD said, ‘I have surely seen the affliction of My people who are in Egypt, and 
have given heed to their cry because of their taskmasters, for I am aware of their 
sufferings. 8 So I have come down to deliver them from the power of the Egyptians, 
and to bring them up from that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing 
with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and 
the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite. 9 Now, behold, the cry of the sons of Israel 
has come to Me; furthermore, I have seen the oppression with which the Egyptians are 
oppressing them. 10 Therefore, come now, and I will send you to Pharaoh, so that you 
may bring My people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt’” (Exod. 3:7-10). 

 
It was God who led them into the land of Egypt so that they might learn to wait and yearn for 
the deliverance that only He could provide.  Remember, the “itch,” the yearning, the longing 
can only be “scratched” by God.  In Egypt, His people would cry out for His deliverance.  God 
would never forget His people, and He would and does take notice of them.  The fellowship, 
the communion that exists within the holy Trinity is what God designed man to share first 
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with Himself and then with one another.  He is inviting and calling them into this union of 
sacred rest.   
 
God is always arriving, and we must always wait for His coming with hope and anticipation.  
But how?  How would God bring His people from the place of bondage into His glorious rest?  
The one event that would mark the nation forever is the Exodus.  The provision is in Exodus 
12:12-28. 
 

12 “’For I will go through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike down all the 
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I 
will execute judgments--I am the LORD. 13 The blood shall be a sign for you on the 
houses where you live; and when I see the blood I will pass over you, and no plague 
will befall you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 14 Now this day will be a 
memorial to you, and you shall celebrate it as a feast to the LORD; throughout your 
generations you are to celebrate it as a permanent ordinance. . .’ 21 Then Moses called 
for all the elders of Israel and said to them, ‘Go and take for yourselves lambs according 
to your families, and slay the Passover lamb. 22 You shall take a bunch of hyssop and 
dip it in the blood which is in the basin, and apply some of the blood that is in the basin 
to the lintel and the two doorposts; and none of you shall go outside the door of his 
house until morning. 23 For the LORD will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and 
when He sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the LORD will pass 
over the door and will not allow the destroyer to come in to your houses to smite you. 
24 And you shall observe this event as an ordinance for you and your children forever. 25 

When you enter the land which the LORD will give you, as He has promised, you shall 
observe this rite. 26 And when your children say to you, 'What does this rite mean to 

you?' 27 you shall say, 'It is a Passover sacrifice to the LORD who passed over the 
houses of the sons of Israel in Egypt when He smote the Egyptians, but spared our 
homes.’ And the people bowed low and worshiped. 28 Then the sons of Israel went and 
did so; just as the LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron, so they did” (Exod. 12:12-
28). 

 
“The exodus from Egypt – the Old Testament type par excellence of biblical redemption – by 
divine arrangement exhibited the same great salvific principles which governed Christ’s work 
of atonement.”12   
 

1. This picture speaks of death 
 
An innocent animal will die for the deliverance of His people. 
 

2. This picture speaks of deliverance 
 
In the shedding of blood, His people will be delivered from the death angel and from Egyptian 
bondage. 
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“The blood of the paschal lamb was atoning blood; for the Passover was a sacrifice, which 
combined in itself the signification of the future sin-offerings and peace-offerings; in other 
words, which shadowed forth both expiation and quickening fellowship with God.”13   
 

3. This picture speaks of devotion 
 
They were to remember and they were to worship (vv. 26, 27). 
 

4. This picture speaks of destruction 
 
In the shedding of blood, the enemies of God will be destroyed.  This is the dark side of our 
story.  With Israel’s deliverance came the destruction of Egypt’s armies. 
 
God is always expanding on a singular idea: “without the shedding of blood there is no 
atonement for sin” (Lev. 17:11; Heb. 9:22).  Those who obeyed God were saved from the 
destroying angel.  From this event they were carried through the destruction of Egypt’s 
armies.   
 
“This truth underscores the fact that biblical redemption is not simply deliverance by power 
but deliverance by price as well.”14   
 
The Passover Lamb speaks to something greater.  It is a shadow cast by the divine image.  Its 
significance lies in what it speaks to.  It promises and pictures something more.  Just as a 
nation waited for God’s arrival, so also must we.  There is this hankering that nothing created 
can address.  The Passover Lamb and the Exodus event are both “scratches,” but their greater 
fulfillment happens at Calvary when the final and fullest Lamb is offered up in behalf of His 
people, and He, in offering, delivers His people from their bondage. 
 
Like the nation we wait for the King who will watch over His people, we wait for the Prophet 
who will speak to His people and the Priest who will mediate for His people before their God.  
We wait for the sacrifice that will put an end to sin “once for all” (Heb. 9:28; 10:10).  We wait 
for a final deliverance from sin’s bondage.  The end is sure and the outcome inevitable, but we 
wait . . . and long for Him. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 

1. Have you met God today? 
 
From the very beginning, God has made a way for His people to come into communion with 
Him.  Unless we accept God’s way, we will be barred from His presence forever.  You and I no 
longer need to bring a blood sacrifice.  God has offered up His Son once and for all.  All you 
must do is accept the blood sacrifice offered for you.  Will you accept Him? 
 

• You are a sinner who needs a savior. 

• The offering has been made.  All you must do is accept what God has done. 
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• If you receive His gift, you will be saved from your sin and you will spend an eternity with 
God. 

• If you reject His gift, you will continue in your lost estate and you will spend an eternity 
separated from God.   

• The choice is yours. 
 

2. Are you waiting for God’s arrival?   
 
If you have met God for the saving of your soul, are you expecting to meet Him each and 
every day for continued communion? 
 

3. Do you wait for Him to show up each day?   
4. Let us not forget why He came and what it meant for His people. 
5. How might you remember? 

 
The Revised Common Lectionary (a service of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library) 

• Thematic  
God of timeless grace, you fill us with joyful expectation. Make us ready for the message that 
prepares the way, that with uprightness of heart and holy joy we may eagerly await the 
kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. 
Amen.  
 

• Intercessory  
God of hope, you raised up John the baptizer as a herald who calls us to conversion. As we 
joyfully await the glorious coming of Christ, we pray to you for the needs of the church and 
the world.  
Prayers of the People, concluding with:  
Hear our humble prayer that we may serve you in holiness and faith and give voice to your 
presence among us until the day of the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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